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EXTRACTS 

From the Wiu. of tiie Rt. Rev. Charles Reuben Hale, 
D.D., LL.D., Bishop of Cairo, bom 1837; consecrated Jtdy 
26, 1892; died December 25, 1900. 
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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. Amen. 



1, Charles Reuben Hale, Bishop of Cairo, Bishop Coadjutor of 
Springfield, of the City of Cairo,* Illinois, do make, publish, and declare 
this, as and for my Last Will and Testament, hereby revoking all former 
wills by me made. 

First. First of all, I commit myself, soul and body, into the hands 
of Jesus Christ, my liord and Saviour, in Whose Merits alone I trust, look- 
ing for the Resurrection of the Body and the liife of the World to come. 

Fourteenth. All the rest and residue of my Estate, personal and real, 
not in this my Will otherwise specifically devised, wheresoever situate, and 
whether legal or equitable, I give, devise, and bequeath to "The Western 
Theological Seminary, Chicago, Illinois," above mentioned, but neverthe- 
less In Trusty provided it shall accept the trust by an instrument in writ- 
ing so stating, filed with this Will in the Court where probated, within six 
months after the probate of this Will — for the general purpose of promot- 
ing the Catholic Faith, in its purity and integrity, as taught in Holy Scrip- 
ture, held by the Primitive Church, summed up in the Creeds and 
affirmed by the undisputed General Councils, and, in particular, to be 
used only and exclusively for the purposes following, to wit : — 

(1) The establishment, endowment, printing, and due circulation 
of a yearly Sermon j to be delivered annually forever, in memory of my 
dear wife, Anna McK. T. Hale, to be known as "The Hale Memorial Ser- 
mon," and 

(2) The establishment, endowment, publication and due circula- 
tion of Courses of I^ectures, to be delivered annually forever, to be called 
"The Hale Lectures." 

The subject of this Sermon shall be some branch of Church Work* 
in any part of the world, which, in the judgment of the Trustees of "The 
Western Theological Seminary, Chicago, Illinois," deserves to be better 
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EXTRACTS FROM WILL 7 

known, in order that it may be more adequately appreciated. These ser- 
mons shall be preached at such time and place as the said Trustees of The 
Western Theological Seminary, Chicago, Illinois, may appoint, and shall 
be printed in a style similar to the Sermons of this kind already published 
under my direction, viz: "Confucianism in its relation to Christianity," 
and "The Religion of the Dakotas." One hundred copies of each of these 
Sermons are to be given, so soon as they come from the press, to the 
preacher thereof, and one copy of such Sermon is, so soon thereafter as 
may be, to be sent to each Bishop in the Anglican Communion, and to 
such other Bishops as may be in full commimion with these Bishops, to 
the Patriarchs and other chief Hierarchs of the Orthodox Eastern 
Churches, and to the chief Public Libraries throughout the world. Should 
it be, at any time, deemed expedient to offer any of these Sermons for 
sale, the entire receipts, over and above the expenses incurred in such 
sale, shall be given to "The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America," 
a Corporation existing under the laws of the State of New York, for the 
uses of said Society. 

The preacher of the Hale Memorial Sermon shall always be a clergy- 
man of the American Church, commonly called "The Protestant Episco- 
pal Church," or of some Church in communion with the same, or of one 
of the Orthodox Eastern Churches. 



SERMON 

Subject : The Maintenance and the Propaga- 
tion OF the Church Idea the Peculiar 
Work of the American Church in the 
Twentieth Century. 

Text: But ye wre corns urvto Mount Sion^ and unto 
the city of the Limng God^ the heavenly Jerusalem^ and 
to am, irmumerdble company of a/ngels^ to the general 
assembly and church of the firstborn^ which are enrolled 
in heaven^ and to Gody the Judge of all^ and to the spirits 
of just men made perfect^ and to Jesus the Mediator of 
the New Covenant^ amd to the hlood of sprinklings that 
ypeaheth better things than that of Abel. 

— Hbbbews, XII, 22-24. 

AXXa TrpocrcXrjXv^arc %i(iiv opei koX wokei deov ^civrosy 
'lepova-aXrifi inovpapuoj koI fivpLdcriv dyyikcDV, iravTf 
yvpei Kal iKK\7j(rCa irpanoTOKtav diroyeypafifiepcDP €i/ 
ovpavol^j Koi KpiT^ ^€0) ndvTCDVj Kal vpevfiaai St/cauui^ 
TeTeXeLfOfievcjPj Kal Sta^iffojs i/cixg fieo'LT'g *lfi(rovy Kal 
alfiaTL papTLafiov Kpelrrov XaXovvTL irapd rov *'A)8€X. 



The Church Idea 

I 

The Church Idea as Revealed in Holy Scripture. 

WE HAVE here a picture of the Catholic 
Church, Gfod's Supernatural Kingdom 
of Grace and of Salvation. Here in lan- 
guage comprehensive and sublime is set forth 
the Church Idea. This Idea was breathed into 
the minds of the Prophets, who gave it more 
or less clear expression. It was heard in the 
warning voice of the Forerunner of the Christ. 
It formed the burden of the message of Incar- 
nate God Himself. In sermon, in parable, in 
act He proclaimed 'the Kingdom of God." 
He unfolded its mysteries.* He built His 
Church against which the gates of hell shall 
not prevail.* He inaugurated a sacramental 
and sacrificial system. He appointed a perpet- 
ual Hierarchy to exercise the government of His 
Kingdom on earth until the end of the world, 
to judge the tribes of His Israel, to be the 
stewards of the mysteries of His grace.' Even 

* St. Luke viii, 10. 
» St. Matth. xvi, 18. 

» See St. Luke xxii, 29; St. Matth. xxviii, 18-20; St. John xx. 21-23; 
St. Mark xvi. 15-16; I Cor. iv, 1. 

9 



10 THE CHURCH IDEA 

after His resurrection He tarried yet forty 
days on earth, teaching His Apostles %he 
things pertaining to the Kingdom of God."* 

The Apostles and first Christians grew day 
by day into fuller remembrance and apprecia- 
tion of the words of Christ, the Holy Ghost 
guiding them into all Truth,* until the ten- 
derest buds of the faith once delivered • blos- 
somed into Catholic dogma and ripened into 
holy and beneficent life. 

From the very start the early Christians 
held, as strongly as we CathoHc Churchmen 
hold it today, the Church Idea. Christianity 
was not a philanthropic society, a philosophy, 
a system of ethics, a school of thought; not an 
organization, but a Living Organism; not a 
"New Academy," but a "New Creation,"* a 
Civitds De% in the world but not of the world, 
God's Supematurol Kingdom of OrcLce and of 
Salvation. 

Into this Family of God* none could enter 
but by being bom anew at the Font of Regen- 

* Acts i, 3. 

2 St. John xvi, 13. 
s St. Jude, 3. 

* Contrast Cicero's Nova Academia (Acad. Quaest., 4 and 5) with 
St. Paul's Kcupii KrUris (II Cor. v, 7, and Gal. vi, 15). The modern lati- 
tudinarian conception of the Church reminds one of the New Academy. 
St. Augustine's Condemnation of this attitude is found in his Civ, Dei, 
xiXf 18: ''Quod autem attinet ad illam differentiam quam de Academicis 
novis Varro adhibuit, quibus incerta aunt omnia, omnino Ci\'ita8 Dei 
talem dubitationem tauquam dementiam detestatur." See also Tertul. 
De Animay Cap. 17. 

^ Hoo-a irarpid iv odpawit kqX hrl yijt. (Eph. iii, 15.) 



REVEALED IN HOLY SCRIPTURE 11 

eration,* a Birth as real in the realm of spirit- 
ual reaUties as natural birth in a human fam- 
ily. All thus admitted were brought up as 
the children of God, as fellow citizens with 
the Saints, and of the Household of God,' in 
a sacramental, a supernatural state; strength- 
ened by the Holy Ghost in Confirmation, 
taught and illumined by the spoken and the 
written word, nourished with the Body and 
Blood of Christ in the Sacrament of the Altar, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works, their 
citizenship — TroXtrcv/ia — ^being in Heaven." 

James, Cephas, and John, those "pillars" of 
the early Church, held and propagated the 
Church Idea, at times with a certain Judaic 
narrowness, but oftener in the spirit of a gen- 
erous catholicity. That St. Luke held it, is 
seen on every page of his Ecclesiastical His- 
tory. But it is in the illumined mind of the 
great Apostle of the Gentiles that the Church 
Idea is realized in its highest dignity and its 
most abounding grace: The Church of God, 
which He purchased with His own blood,* the 
Church of the Living God, the pillar and 
ground of the Truth,' the New Covenant," 
the New Creation,^ the Mystical Body of 

1 Aid \otrrpov raXiKyewWat (Tit. iii, 5.) AvTp6if=laver or font. 

2Eph. ii, 19. 

» Phil, iii, 20. 

* Acts XX, 28. 

« I Tim., iii, 15. 

« Gal. iv, 24; Heb. viii, 8 et passim. 

MI Cor. V, 17; Gal. vi, 17. 



18 THE CHURCH ffiEA 

Christ/ the Extension of the Incarnation, the 
fuUness — wXijptaiJia — of him that fiUeth all in all.' 
If one be tempted to cry out with the Psalm- 
ist: "Such knowledge is too wonderful for me. 
It is high, I cannot attain unto it'V I would 
answer: It is none the worse for being "high." 
A low estimate of the Church cannot be a right 
estimate of the Church of the Most High God, 
Who has said: "My ways are higher than 
your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts." Instead of trying to drag the 
Church down to our level, ought we not 
rather to raise ourselves up to its level? 

1 1 Cor. xii. 27. 

2 Eph. i, 23. 

* Ps. cxxxix, 6; Is. Iv, 9. 



n 

Exposition of the Text. 

To many Twentieth Century Christians the 
sublime words of the text seem to lack the 
note of reahty. The note of reahty is there, 
but they are deaf to it. To them it is but the 
metaphor of a rhetorician, the hyperbole of a 
poet, not to be taken seriously; although God's 
figures of speech stand ever for reahties, for 
reaUties heavenly and eternal. But after all 
is much of the text metaphorical? I find in it 
but one metaphor, the naming of the Cath- 
olic Church according to the nomenclature of 
the Elder Covenant — a, metaphor so trans- 
parent that the encrystalled thought is not 
thereby dimmed, but enhanced. The rest of 
the text is dogmatic categorical affirmation — 
condensed, pregnant, suggestive, but rigorously 
exact, genuine, true. 

The inspired writer of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews — whether St. Paul or some brilUant 
interpreter who had entered into the mind of 
St. Paul — tells the Churchmen of his day, and 
us all, that we are not come unto Mount 
Sinai; we have not entered the Elder Cov- 
enant, majestic though it were with its fire 

13 



14 THE CHURCH IDEA 

and with its storms.* But we are come unto 
Mount Siony and unto the City of the Living 
Oody the Heavenly Jerusalem. That is to say, we 
are come unto the Reality of which the City 
of David, with all its hallowed associations, was 
but the shadow and the type. We have 
entered the Communion of Saints^ fellowship 
with Grod and all His holy ones. 

And who and what are they to whom we 
are come? 

First. We are come to an innumerable com- 
pany of Angels, those blessed ones who have 
never known sin. Even now the Church on 
earth, adoring the Triune Gk)d, in the Divine 
Liturgy, joins "with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven."^ 

Second. We are come to the Oeneral Assem- 
bly and Church of the Firstborn which are 
enrolled in Heaven. This, I take it, means the 
whole body of the regenerate on earth, the 
faithful, the elect, the universitas praedestina- 
torum; in a general sense that part of the 
Church which is called the Church Militant. 

Third. We are come to Ood the Judge of All. 
Yes, we are come to GOD. Here is the 

iHeb.xii, 18-21. 

* That the Angels are associated with us in the Church is gracefully 
referred to by St. Augustine {Civ, Dei, x, 25): "Haec est gloriosis- 
sima Ci vitas Dei; haec unum Deum novit et colit; hanc Angeli sancti 
annunciaverunt, qui nos ad ejus societatem invitavenmt, civesque suos 
in ilia esse voluerunt; quibus non placet ut eos colamus tanquam nos- 
trosdeos sed cum eis et illorum et nostrura Deum; nee eis sacrificemus, 
sed cum ipsis sacrificium Deo simus." 
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place to meet Him, "(Jod in His holy habitar 
tion." And we are come with snre confidence, 
though He be the Judge of All; for our sins 
are done away; we are in a "state of Salvation"; 
we are already in the fellowship of the Saints 
whom the Judge of All has justified. And so — 
Fourth. We are come to the Spirits of Just 
Men Made Perfect^ the blessed Saints of aU 
Ages, who are "dead under God's Covenant of 
everlasting life," * who sing the song of Moses 
and of the Lamb, who have washed their 
robes and made them white. Already are we 
in that hlest communion^ that fellowship divine. 
Do you realize it? 

We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; yet all are owe. 

Fifth. And how is all this possible for us? 
Ah, it is — ^to go back to the (xmse of all the 
privilege and the glory of this fellowship — it is 
because we are come to Jesus the Mediator of 
the New Covenant^ Who has said: "No man 
Cometh unto the Father but by me"; "I am 
the Way"; "I am the Door." He is our "Days- 
man," our "Redeemer," our "Saviour," our 
"Intercessor," our "Great High Priest," our 
infinite "Sacrifice," Who has opened the King- 
dom of Heaven to all behevers. Who has 
bought us with a price, even His precious 
blood, the blood of the everlasting Covenant.^ 
To that Blood we are come. It was shed for 

1 II Mac. vii, 36. 
* Heb. xiii, 20. 
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US on the Cross. It is sprinkled on us in the 
Church — ^that is to say it is applied to us by 
the Church's Ministry of Grace — the Blood of 
Sprinkling that speaketh better things than that 
of Abel. 

Abel's blood for vengeance 

Pleaded to the skies; 
But the blood of Jesus 

For our pardon cries. 

After such a description of the Church well 
does the inspired writer say: "See that ye 
refuse not him that speaketh." * 

In the few remaining verses of this wonder- 
ful Epistle attention is called to some of the 
corollaries of so great a proposition, to certain 
of the privileges and duties of all Churchmen.^ 

''Wherefore," says the inspired pleader, "we 
receiving a Kingdom which cannot be moved, 
let us have grace whereby we may serve Grod 
acceptably with reverence and godly fear." 
Brotherly love, kindness to strangers, sympathy 
with suffering humanity, purity of life and the 
sanctity of Christian Marriage, moderation and 
contentment, trust in Grod — all these things are 
emphasized. They spring forth from the 
Catholic Life. 

Furthermore, as the Ministry of the Church 
is a Reality^ a sacred office, a distinct order of 
spiritual rulers, we are bidden to "remember"' 

» Heb. xii, 25. 

a Heb. xii, 28 and xii, 1-22. 

« Heb. xiii, 7. 
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those of them who have finished their course, 
and to "obey"* those who now have the rule 
over us. 

Next we are commanded to hold the Orthodox 
Faith, not to be "carried about with divers and 
strange doctrines." And just here, as if to 
guard against heresies touching the Eucharistic 
Sacrifice — ^the central, corporate, supreme act of 
the Church — ^we are reminded that the Church 
on earth has its Altar whereof only Church- 
men have the right to partake. 

Then we are bidden to an humble following 
of Jesus and to the continual sacrifice of praise 
and of thanksgiving and of good works. 

And last of all we are blessed with the 
covenanted Benediction of Peace: 

"Now the God of peace, that brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that great Shep- 
herd of the sheep, through the blood of the ever- 
lasting covenant, make you perfect in every good 
work to do his will, working in you that which 
is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; 
to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen." 

Let us listen once more to the words of the text: 

But ye are come unto Mount Sion, and unto the city of the 
Living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable com- 
pany of Angels, to the general assembly and Church of the first- 
born, which are enrolled in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, 
and to the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the Medi- 
ator of the New Covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that 
S[)eaketh better things than that of Abel. 

1 Heb. xiii, 17. 
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This text, then, in harmony with the tea<;h- 
ing of Prophets, Apostles, Evangelists, and of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Creator of the 
Catholic Church and its only and Supreme 
Head, gives what I venture to call the Church 
Ideay namely, that the One Holy Cathohc and 
Apostohc Church, on earth, in the abode of 
departed Spirits, and in the eternal life of the 
world to come, is God's Supernatural King- 
dom OF Grace and of Salvation, a present 
Reality^ an eternal fact^ "a kingdom that can- 
not be moved," a Reality which men can no 
more create than they can create a new world 
or write a new Bible. 

This has been always and everywhere the 
behef of the Church herself. Individuals here 
and there, individual Bishops, individual 
priests, individual laymen, have failed to 
grasp it, have failed to live up to it. ("We 
hold this treasure in earthen vessels.") But it 
remains the Church's Theory^ her Ideal^ her 
fundamental conception of her own being.* 

^ Dissenters do not hold this conception of their own Denomina- 
tions. They ought not, therefore, to blame us if on this point we entirely 
agree with them, while at the same time we hold our original hereditary 
conception of the Church, which we have had from the beginning, as the 
Kingdom of God, the Church of our text. 



m 

In the Llgrht of the Church Idea. 

The effect of the Church Idea on the indi- 
vidual who grasps it is a widening of view, an 
elevation, a transformation of life. When one 
realizes for the first time that he is in the 
Church — ^the Church which GkKi loved and pur- 
chased with His own blood; the Church in 
which the blessed Apostles Uved and died and 
are Hving still; the Church of the Fathers, the 
Saints, the Martyrs of yore; the Church clad in 
the ensanguined robe of early tribulation, and 
crowned with the garlands of Nicaea; the 
Church which St. John beheld in his vision of 
Heaven — ^when, I say, one realizes that he is in 
"the Everlasting Covenant," there is given him 
an uplift of soul, a divine enthusiasm, an 
ecstacy of gratitude, a missionary zeal un- 
dreamed of before and not elsewhere to be 
obtained. Doubt seems impossible; righteous- 
ness grows easier; love becomes immortal, and 
salvation is made as sure as the possibilities of 
human nature allow. The Catholic Church- 
man, and the Catholic Churchman alone, un- 
derstands the meaning of our text. 

In the Ught of the Church Idea the aggran- 
dizement of one Bishop over his brother Bish- 

19 



20 THE CHURCH IDEA 

ops, the development of a centralized human 
despotism in the Church is too horrible to be 
imagined. It is like "War in Heaven." It has 
caused much war in the Church on earth. 

In the light of the Church Idea the inven- 
tion of new faiths, of "dated Creeds," of abso- 
lute heresy is unthinkable. 

In the light of the Church Idea such a thing 
as quarrels of parties and factions within the 
Church, especially the estrangement and lack of 
intercommunion between the Greek and Latin 
and EngUsh portions of the one and only Church, 
is lamentable, inexcusable, sinful, absurd. 

In the hght of the Church Idea organized 
rebelUon against the Church, separatism, the 
founding of rival organizations (like shrines at 
Bethel and at Dan, like Samaritan Temples or 
"Clandestine Lodges"), in a word, the making 
of new churches — ^all this is not only incon- 
ceivable, but impossible; in the light of the 
Church Idea, I say, simply impossible. 

But the Beast has persecuted the Woman, and 
still makes war with the remnant of her seed; * so 
that all these things, in the light of the Church 
Idea, "horrible," "unthinkable," "absurd," "im- 
possible," are stubborn facts; for the Church has 
not lived up to her Ideal. 

Nevertheless, the Church Idea is even now 
the fundamental belief of all Cathohcs, Angli- 
can, Greek, Latin (and they make up four-fifths 
of all who profess and call themselves Christians). 

iRev. xii. 13 and 17. 
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This is notably the case with the American 
Church, a portion of the Holy Catholic Church, 
which for three centuries has been subjected 
to fiercer assaults upon the Church Idea and 
stronger temptations to give it up than any 
other Province of the Kingdom of Grod. But 
she has stood firm. The Church Idea is seen 
in her Catholic organization, her organic con- 
tinuity, her Orthodoxy, her submission to the 
true Ecumenical Councils, her Apostolic Minis- 
try, her Sacramental System, her retention of 
the whole Bible, her ritual and ceremonial, her 
Kalendar and her Canon Law; seen also in 
her architecture and music and art, her his- 
tory and her traditions, the utterances of her 
great teachers, her zeal for Church Extension, her 
willingness to have intercommunion with all 
portions of the Catholic Church and with no 
others, and in her magnanimous struggles for 
the Eeunion of all Christendom on Catholic 
lines, in which last she may be said to lead 
the Christian world/ 

These our elements of Catholicity, some 
essential, all congruous and important, are not 
found in the Protestant bodies, which are thus 
differentiated from us, if I may so apply a 
poet's majestic scale of mensuration, — 

Twice from the center to the utmost pole. 

^ Each one of these twenty elements of Catholicity might well be 
the subject of an extended essay. The author has space here barely to 
enumerate them. He has treated of them with more or less fullness in 
his ''Reasons for Being a Churchman** (Ed. of 1905). 



IV 
The Popular Ameriean Idea. 

Filled with the Church Idea let us now look 
at the Christianity of America, and gather, if 
we can, the popular American Idea. 

Outside the Catholic Communions* of the 
United States there are about one hundred and 
fifty distinct Denominations of Christians, sepa- 
rated from the Historic Church. Many of them 
are too small and obscure to be noticed. A few 
of them are so depraved in faith or in morals 
as to be unworthy the name of Christian. The 
vast bulk of them, I mean the ministers and 
members of the great Dissenting Denomina- 
tions, are devout, earnest Christians. They 
love our Lord Jesus Christ. They have the 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism,' even when they 
have ceased to believe in its regenerating 
grace. They prize the Holy Scriptures. They 
pray. They preach repentance, faith, righteous- 
ness. They abound in good works. Some of 
them attain great holiness of life. They often 

* By the Catholic Communions I mean the Anglican and Roman 
together with the small but growing communities of Greeks, Russians, 
Armenians, and Old Catholics in the United States. 

2 We cannot doubt the validity of Lay Baptism, however irregular 
it may be. 

^"2 
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put the children of the Church to shame. No 
good CathoUc can ever be unkind or unchari- 
table to these fellow Christians, or fail to thank 
Grod for the tokens among them of His Grace, 
which overflows its channel, and for all the 
good work they do. If they cast out devils in 
His name we forbid them not. Ours is the 
prayer of Hezekiah: "The good Lord pardon 
everyone that prepareth his heart to seek God, 
the Lord God of his fathers, though he be not 
cleansed according to the purification of the 
Sanctuary." * 

But the fact remains that not one of these 
unattached Societies of our Christian brethren, 
even of those who come nearest to holding the 
Catholic Faith, is a part of, or has any con- 
tinuity with, the Ancient CathoHc and Apos- 
tolic Church; has retained the Apostolic Minis- 
try which Christ ordained, the Sacramental 
System, the Divine Liturgy, the unmutilated 
Bible, the ethos of Catholicity, the sense of the 
Communion of Saints with all its purifying 
and uplifting grace, or is in fellowship with 
any Bishop of any See of the Historic Church. 

Some of these bodies are schisms from the 
Anglo-Catholic, some from the Roman, some 
from the Holy Eastern portions of the Church 
— ^f or America is a regnum gentihus — ; but most 
of them are schisms from schisms, schisms 
once removed, twice or more times removed. 
And in most cases the cause of their original 

UlChron.xxx, 18-19. ' 



24 THE CHURCH IDEA 

separation is long since forgotten or outgrown 
or seen to have been a mistake. 

86 far as the Church Idea is concerned — ^the 
conception of the Church as a Reahty, the 
Church of our text, Gtod's Supernatural King- 
dom of Grace and of Salvation — ^why, it is lost. 
To them it is simply non-existent. 

The popular American Idea is that any 
number of individual men (or women) may 
meet, and organize themselves into a Church, 
with or without Baptism, as a matter of fact 
always without Confirmation; ^ that they may 
decide what they will beUeve and what they 
will do; that they may appoint a priesthood, 
or preacherhood, of their own (which at once 
affects to rank with the Clerical Order); and so 
start forth a full-fledged Christian Church, — 

Custom unknown, antiquity forgot, — 

"having a form of godUness, but denying the 
power thereof," the power (Suva/its), the author- 
ity, the essential grace, the ontological Reality 
of the Kingdom of God. 

This has been called "Town-meeting Christi- 
anity." It is less than that. In its ultimate 
analysis it is Individtidlism^ Individualism pure 
and simple. Its tendency in the long run is 
materialistic, agnostic. It would seem to be, 
logically, incompatible with a belief in the 

* Fancy ten men, or ten million, organizing the Church of our text, 
or by vote resolving themselves into "the City of the Living God, the 
Heavenly Jerusalem"! 
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Incarnation. The Catholic dogma of the Incar- 
nation demands, logically ^ a higher conception 
of the Church, which is "the Body of Christ" 
and at the same time the TrXT/poi/ia of Deity, 
^lihe fuUness of Him that filleth aU in aU." 

"The Failure of Protestantism" has become a 
proverb, often on the lips, oftener in the mind, 
of Protestants themselves. 



Two Witnesses to the Chureh Idea in America. 

In the midst of all these modem non-CathoUc 
Systems are two great Historic Portions of the 
Catholic Church, each claiming jurisdiction 
over the entire territory of the United States/ 
The one represents English Catholicism; the 
other, Italian. The one is in communion with 
the See of Canterbury; the other with the See 
of Rome. Both alike are CathoUc by inherit- 

^ The Church of Englaud was the first Church to hold services in the 
original territory of the United States. The Church of England here 
baptized the first infant and the first adult, confirmed the first child, mar- 
ried the first couple, buried the first dead, and offered the first Eucharistic 
Sacrifice. 

We had our first bishop six years before the Italian or Roman com- 
munion here had gotten itself a bishop; and he, by the way, was most 
irregularly consecrated by only one bishop in defiance of the universal law 
of the Church, which requires that three bishops should always imite in the 
consecration of a bishop. Indeed, before the Romanists had secured 
their first bishop, we had two additional bishops — canonically consecrated 
— making three bishops of the Church in the United States. 

In accordance with the Divine Idea, there is, properly speaking, 
only one National Church in one land. The overlapping of jurisdiction.^ 
is a modem and most unfortunate thing. As I have said, the old Church 
of England was the first here, it was the first organized here, it had Diiane 
jurisdiction over the United States of America. In accordance with the 
principles of common law and of ecclesiastical law, ecclesiastical juris- 
diction always follows the boundaries of civil jurisdiction. If the United 
States adds to its territory, the moment a territory is annexed to the 
United States all the Christian people in that territory do, theoretically 
and in the eye of God, come under the jurisdiction of the American 
Church. 

26 



TWO WITNESSES 27 

ance. Both hold the Church Idea. Each is 
equally a portion (but not the whole) of the 
One Holy Catholic and ApostoHc Church. 

Of the points of difference between them, of 
their respective claims to exclusive jurisdic- 
tion in this land, of their reasonable grounds 
of honest criticism of each other and of their 
unreasoning hostihty, I shall not now speak; 
though I have my own opinions, and I have 
not hid them within my breast.* On profound 
conviction, but with all charity to others, I am 
loyal to the great principles of our Mother 
Church, the Ancient CathoUc Church of Eng- 
land, and to the English Eeformation; and hence 
necessarily loyal to aU that is truly Ecumen- 
ical, and to that "Jerusalem" which is above. 



^ The great Roman Catholic Church — made up of all those National 
Churches which today render obedience to the Bishop of Rome, along 
with the Italian Missions which have been intruded into the jurisdiction 
of the Anglican and Orthodox Churches — is a noble, beautiful, important 
part of God's Holy Catholic Church; it is zealous for the divinity of our 
Blessed Lord and the revelation that He made; it holds to the primitive 
creeds and the sacramental system; it sets before its people and before the 
world a grand, reverent, and uplifting type of public worship, and on the 
whole it abounds in good works for the bodies and for the souls of men. 
All this is true, and is acknowledged by all thoughtful men. But while 
this is true, and while we have, so far, many points of sympathy and 
respect and love for the "Holy Roman Church," nevertheless, the Papacy 
itself, on which all the errors of Rome depend, is the most gigantic fraud 
and imposture in the whole history of the world. The methods by which 
the Bishop of the Diocese of Rome gradually during many centuries 
aggrandized himself and usurped tyraimical and iniquitous domination 
over his brother bishops, who are his equals in office, were methods of 
forgery, violence, superstition, and suppression of truth. By such means 
the Bishop of Rome asserted his claim of universal dominion as the Vicar 
of Christ on earth and as the supreme and infallible Head of the Church. 
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which is free and which is "the Mother of us 
all.'" 

Of the Roman Communion in the United 
States of America suffice it to say; it has its 
own misson, its own work. It is doing it and 
doing it well. It is a great power for good, 
chiefly over the heterogeneous foreign elements 
of our cities. It seems unable to touch the 
great mass of native Americans, the heart and 
the strength of the nation, though it has much 
to give which would do them good. May God 
guide it to do His will. The distinctive work 
of the Italian Mission here is not my theme. 

The other portion of the Church in this land 
has every grace and every truth and all the 
Divine Authority which belong to Rome, and 
is yet free from Rome's serious errors and 
handicaps. While Orthodox and CathoUc, it is 
also Anglo Saxon; it is American. It is in touch 
with the thought and feeling of the age. In 
spite of its splendid conservatism — or it may be 
because of it — it is the most pre-eminently 
national, patriotic, American, of all religious 
bodies.' 

It breathes the air of liberty. It has the ear 
of the public. It possesses an influence out of 
all proportion to its size. It certainly has a 
great and a glorious mission. 

1 Gal. iv, 26. 

' See Brown's *^The Church for Americans" Lecture v. 



VI 
Peculiar Mission of the American Church. 

The American Church is engaged in many 
noble and beneficent undertakings for the souls 
and for the bodies of men. But, it seems to me, 
its supreme work, its peculiar mission at this 
time, is te Maintain and to Propagate the Church 
Idea which is so sadly lacking in the rehgious, 
the social, the family hf e of this land. Other 
bodies as well as we can preach temperance, 
righteousness, and judgment to come; others 
can found hespitals and "settlements," colleges 
and schools ; others, I freely own, may be in- 
strumental in saving human souls: but we are 
the only body qualified to impart the pure and 
Catholic Church Idea^ so necessary to the com- 
pleteness and to the stability of the Christian 
Religion. We alone can breathe divine Order 
into this chaos of Individualism; and put the 
fragmentary and disintegrated Chiistianity of 
America on a primitive and permanent and 
CathoUc base, on the Rock of Apostolic Unity 
durable and divine. 

I have faith to believe that this can be, that 
this will be done; though not in a day. We 
have done something in this direction; but all 

29 
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too feebly, timorously, sporadically, and without 
hope. 

It may be that judgment must first begin 
at the House of God. That is why I would set 
forth this peculiar work of the American 
Church under two aspects: First, the Mainte- 
nance; and second, the Propagation of the Church 
Idea. Unless we maintain it, we cannot prop- 
agate it. 



vn 

Maintaining the Church Idea. 

As to the first. We certainly have the 
Church Idea. In theory^ so far as our consti- 
tutional, our organic being is concerned, we 
have it in all its fullness and perfection. But 
we do not fully and perfectly live up to it. 
There are Church families, there are Church 
Schools, there are parishes, there are (I must 
say it) even dioceses, in which the Church Idea 
is more or less obscured or partially ignored. 

To accomplish, then, this primary duty of 
ours in maintaining the Church Idea, we have 
some work to do in setting our own house in 
order. But fortunately — and I speak as one who 
knows — ^there is no organic reconstruction neces- 
sary. Negatively, we must avoid lax and un- 
churchly legislation, Protestant innovations, com- 
promises with the world and its popular errors. 
While, positively, we have only to live up to 
our own ecclesiastical theory, which is abso- 
lutely Catholic; to hold fast that which we 
have, that no man take our crown. To live up 
to the Church Idea as we have it, this is of 
itself to maintain it. 

Many of us, very many of us, are doing this. 
When the Oxford Reformers swept away the 

31 
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dust of seventeenth century Puritanism and 
eighteenth century Erastianism, the pure Cathol- 
icism of our Church, which had been obscured 
but not impaired nor ever left without wit- 
nesses, was proved and made manifest. Since 
then we have hved more fully, more under- 
standingly than before, the rounded, blessed 
life of Cathohc Churchmen; and by God's help 
we will live it forever and for evermore. 

There be some of us, it is true, who hold the 
Church Idea; we cannot doubt it; we know it is 
true. Yet we hold it timidly as an esoteric 
doctrine, or academically as an ohstract truth. 
We even conceal it under Puritan vesture 
and uncathoUc phraseology. While consciously 
the chosen Jacob, we stretch forth to the world 
hands disguised as the hands of Esau. This is 
not quite fair to our weaker brethren. It is 
not — am I not right? — ^it is not true charity: it 
is not self-respecting, God-respecting honesty. 
It is not even shrewd policy. (The unlikeness 
of the Church to the Protestant sects, not its 
likeness is what wins back our separated breth- 
ren and holds them when won.) To rise above 
this timidity, this disingenuous folly, ought to 
be an easy task and, surely, a welcome relief 
to those of us who are tearing our souls asunder 
in trying to practice it. 

A harder task in maintaining the Church 
Idea, is to regulate and to enUghten the "Non- 
Conformity" that exists within the pale of the 
Church. There be some of us Churchmen who 
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have very imperfectly, if at all, grasped the 
Church Idea. ("Surely the Lord is in this place; 
and I knew it not!") Perhaps this is not al- 
together our fault. Truth has to be learned. 
We have little time for study. We should be 
judged leniently, charitably. But we should 
be taught. It may be that some of us who 
are teachers assume too much knowledge on 
the part of those we teach. There is in our 
pulpits too much preaching and not enough 
teaching^ "line upon line, precept upon precept." 

Here is room for much gentle, loving, patient, 
wise, zealous instruction, from the Bishop's throne 
and the MetropoUtan pulpit and the Theolog- 
ical Seminary down to the Sunday School and 
the Confirmation class of our smallest mission 
church. Here too, is work for the editors of our 
Church papers, some of whom seem to be try- 
ing to bore holes into the good Ship of God, 
when they ought to be unfurling the topsails 
or nailing the ensign to the mast. Oh, that 
our Church would more and more show her- 
self an Ecclesia DocenSy a Teaching Church! 
Oh, that she would found, and control with 
firmer hand, more schools, colleges, universi- 
ties, where the Church Idea is taught^ where the 
Church Idea is Lived ! 

Here also, it seems to me is a very practical 
reason for a still more general improvement in 
the character of our public worship and for 
restoring, wherever it may still be found 
lacking, the Orthodox symbolism of our 
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Churches — ^their altars, ornaments, windows, 
pictures, which are perpetual sermons — ; for re- 
taining and using, and where need be restor- 
ing, the proper sacred vestments of our Bishops 
and priests, our hereditary ceremonial and 
ritual, and indeed everything which may con- 
tribute, wisely and lawfully, to make the House 
of God and the worship of God a splendor and 
a joy befitting such a Church as the Church of 
our text. Such improvements, on churchly lines, 
not only do honor to God, but they also warm 
our affections, elevate our taste, stir up our pure 
minds by way of remembrance, and strengthen 
the Church Idea. Our Church is, as the late 
Bishop Coxe has sung, a Church — 

In beauty built and might 

For Apostolic service 
And high liturgic rite. 

Let the Church be to us a Supreme Realtty, 
her Faith and her Bible, her laws and hallowed 
customs, her worship and sacraments, her sea- 
sons and holy days, her essential oneness with 
all CathoUcs, her communion with the Angels 
and the Saints and with all the faithful who 
have gone before. 

Above all, "having received a Kingdom which 
cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby 
we may serve God acceptably, with reverence 
and godly fear."* Possessed of the Church 
Idea, aye with the Reality itself, let the peace 

» Hcb. xii, 28. 
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of God dwell in our hearts; let the love of God 
fill our Uves; let us be patient and cheerful and 
radiant with hope; let us walk the earth with 
songs on our lips and the hght of joy in our 
eyes; even from the Valley of the Shadow of 
Death let us see the "Delectable Mountains," 
and hear the music of the angel choir, and 
smell the incense which God loves on earth and 
does not forbid in the High Sanctuary of His 
Heaven. And so let us pray more, and love 
more, and preach better, and work harder, and 
endure as seeing Him Who is invisible; let us 
adorn the doctrine which we profess; and, as 
St. Paul says, let us exhort one another. 

Thus may we maintain the Church Idea and 
live up to its Catholic Reality here and now. 
And this, I submit, all things considered, is at 
this time, the supremest duty of the American 
Church and the necessary prerequisite to the 
fulfillment of all her other duties and aims. 

So much, then, for the Maintenance of the 
Church Ideaj for setting our house in order, for 
girding ourselves for the great work of Propor 
gating the Church Idea among the Churchless 
Christians, the non-CathoUcs of this land. 
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Propagratingr the Church Idea. 

To maintain the Church Idea is to propagate 
it. If we fully live up to it ourselves, men will 
take knowledge of us that we have been with 
Jesus and that He is with us still. A learned 
Dissenter, of national and of international 
fame, once said to me: "We are going to pieces. 
If your Church holds its own, it will be the 
residuary legatee to all that is good in us." 
But we have more to do, you and I, than 
merely to "hold our own," to "stand still and see 
the Salvation of Gk>d." The time has come to 
"speak to the children of Israel that they go 
forward." From our mightiest Prelate to our 
humblest deacon, from our loftiest layman to 
our lowUest layman, woman, child, we ought 
one and all to rouse up and commend the King- 
dom of God to the world. Let us, as God gives 
us opportunity, let us Churchmen, by wise and 
timely legislation, by sermons and lectures, by 
books and tracts, by the public Press, by loving, 
courteous, intelUgent conversation, by consistent 
Catholic example, by holiness of life, let us pro- 
claim the Bangdom of our God and of His 
Christ. "Come with us, and we will do you good." 

It is my profound beUef that every individ- 
ual Churchman, who has fairly grasped the 
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